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The archeological exploration and excavation work of Savsat Castle of Artvin City,
Savsat (Satlel) Town, has been carried out since 2007 and led by Ass. Prof. Dr. Osman Ay-
tekin and scientific committee members of different universities of our country with the per-
mission of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism based on writings of the Council of Ministers
of Turkish Republic dated to 17 July, 2007 and resolution number 2007 / 12511. Especially,
Yuzuncu Y1l University and Governorship of Artvin and various public institutions have con-
tinued their support without any interruption for four years.” In this paper, we’d like to share
the excavation process of the first three years with you.

Savsat Castle; is in the East Blacksea Region of Turkey, about 67 km to Artvin city,
on the highway of Artvin-Ardahan, in the boarder of Sogutlii (Satlel) district which is in the
town-entry, 3 km away from the Savsat town center (Map:1). Castle, whose ownership is
Finance Treasury, is registered to square 207, plot 61 and with its surroundings it’s 12744, 73
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square meters in size. As for the main excavation area, surrounded by walls, is oval planned
and the dimension of it is 66.75%60.80 m and totally it is 4058 square meters in size. The
castle, which has a code difference within itself, has an ascending area from west to the east
and its average attitude is 941. The castle, which is situated on a rock that rising in the in-
tersection of two rivers in a valley, is surrounded with the highway and Tigrat and Mansuret
streams which compose (form) Savsat brook. It was built up outside the locality (Picture: 1).
The dating of the castle has been tried to be found out according to the basis of surveys.
Although it is known that it was in use in the medieval period and later, the answer of the
question ‘by whom was it built?” is still a mystery and factual information about when it was
abandoned hasn’t been obtained yet.> There is no inscription on the building. On the regis-
tries prepared by Culture and Tourism Ministry of Turkey, it is defined as Georgian structure.
According to R. W. Edwards, who did studies related to the castle, based on various studies,
he says that there was the castle before the first half of the 8™ century and it was destroyed
by the Arab raiders and restored by Georgian ‘Bagrat’ and mi ght have been used until begin-
ning of the 19® century. It hasn’t been found out whether Savsat region had been ruled by the
Seljuk. While looking when it joined Ottoman Empire; we think, it might be in the period of
Suleiman the magnificent (1520-1566).* The castle, which was in ruin in the period of one
of the Ottoman rulers called Selim II (1566-1574), had been restored. We have a document
belongs to Turkish Republic Premiership Ottoman Archive dated to 1572. It was written to
grand seigneur of Erzurum and it is written that the local lords who went to Istanbul to see the
rulers and accepted Islam could refuge when they needed.” From our famous traveler Evliya
Celebi we also learn that the castle was in use in the mid-seventeenth century and it was used
as autonomous management (self-government) by the local lords who were depended on
Ottoman.’Formun UstMetin veya web sitesi adresi yazin ya da bir dokiiman1 gevirin.

i R.W. Edwards, “The Fortifications Of Artvin: A Second Preliminary Report On The Marchlands
Of Norteast Turkey”, DOP, Sy. 40, 1986, s. 162 82; K. Koroglu, “1995 Yili Artvin-Ardahan illeri
Yiizey Aragtirmasi”, XIV. Arastirma Sonuglar: Toplantisi, C.1 Ankara 1997, 5.369-395; O. Ay-
tekin, Ortacagdan Osmanh Dénemi Sonuna Kadar Artvin’deki Mimari Eserler, Ankara 1999,
$.257-259; O. Aytekin, “Artvin’in (Livane) Kale ve Kuleleri” IX. Ortagag ve Tiirk Dénemi
Kazilar ve Sanat Tarihi Arastirmalari Sempozyumu, 21-23 Nisan 2005 Erzurum, Bildiriler,
Erzurum, 2006, s.27-34.

4 D. Aydin, Erzurum Beylerbeyligi ve Teskilati Kurulus ve Gelisme Devri (1535-1566), Ankara
1998, 5.284-285; F.Basar, Osmanh Eyalet Tevcihat1 (1717-1730), Ankara 1997. s.122; N.Giimiis,
“Osmanlilarin Giircistan’1 Fethi ve islamlagma Hareketleri (XVI.Yiizy1l), Osmanh Ansiklopedisi,
C.I, Ankara 1999, 5.326-335; O.Kilig, XVIIIL Yiizyihn flk Yarisinda Osmanh Devleti’nin idari
Teskilati, Eyalet ve Sancak Tevcihati, Elazig 1997, s.177; H.Ozdemir, Artvin Tarihi, Ankara
2002, 5.110-112: T.A.Sinclair, Eastern Turkey: An Architectural and Archaeological Survey II,
London 1989, s.19.

5 BOA, A. DVN. MHM, Defter Nu:19, Hitkiim Nu:283, s.134.

¢ EVLIYA CELEBI: Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi (Hazirlayanlar: Z.Kursun —S. Ali Kahraman — Y.
Dagli), C. 11, Istanbul 1999, s. 165.
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Although the castle has been abandoned for more than a hundred years, luckily most
of it is still in good condition (Picture: 2). The structure, which hasn’t been restored up to
now, is registered to an organization (company) of Turkish Cultural and Tourism Ministry
called Immovable Cultural and Natural Heritage High Council decision dated 20.03.1987
and resolution number 3058. In the inner area of the castle, some dig holes that made by the
treasure hunters draw attentions. After starting archeological excavations there has been an
important improvement in protecting destruction, but a guard who would guard continually
hasn’t been provided yet.

The entrance to the castle is provided through the broken doors in the south-west. Al-
though it is not mentioned from which direction and pathway access is provided, it is under-
stood that the old county road is connected to pathway which passes just in the east part of
the Castle.

The foremost surviving architectural elements of the Castle are the walls and towers.
The walls have thickness ranging from 0.60-2.00 m and the rubble which is in different size
is pinned with lime mortar and it is in proper row. The majority of the walls in the north are
collapsed. Although the walls on other fronts reach 10 m height in some places, it is under-
stood that they were taller in origin. In the direction of the entrance, the trace of a second
wall, whose only small part is in good condition, can be seen (Picture: 3).

The architectural structures of the castle which draw attention at first glance are the five
towers extending outward the city walls. While two of them are still strong and tall today, the
other three towers have lost their characteristics significantly.

Except the walls and towers in question, a slight trace of the architect ruins in inside can
be seen. These ruins mostly can be seen in the north-east part which forms the tallest part of
the Castle. Here; the east and west walls of the chapel are protected but the other parts are
collapsed. In the west direction of the chapel, except the east wall, the adjacent walls and the
other walls are partly in a condition condition with the cistern which takes place within this
structure. As for the inner area of the castle, there are piles of stones and it is covered by soil
as a result of natural or man-made destructions. The surface of the inner area is also covered
with various trees and bushes as a result of rainy climate (Picture: 4).

As for the excavation work in 2007, we started with clearing the trees and bushes
which completely covered the inner area of the castle.

After spending important part of our time on cleaning, we started to clean out the core
of soil and stones from the base of the circular tower which takes place at the left side of
the entrance of the Castle. At 80 ¢cm depth from the surface, we came across a round-arched
niche at a length of 1.95 m, 1.35 m width and 75 cm deep on the wall in the west direction.
The purpose of making the niche, in which a man can stand easily, remains unclear. At two
meters away from this niche, a tandoor was found which is at dimension of 80 cm and 68-
90 cm deep. The tandoor, which is partly destroyed, is made from brick in 5 ¢cm thickness
(Picture: 5).
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During the excavation of the tower, three shots of catapult and a lot of glazed and un-
glazed ceramic vessel fragments were found. Two of the shots of the catapult are small, but
the other one is big. The diameter of the big shot is 34 cm and the weight of it is 39 kg. The
material is red tuff stone. The diameter of the small shots is 22 cm and the weight of each is
11.5 kg. The material of one of them is red tuff stone and the other one’s is black tuff stone.
The black one has a ledge approximately in 2 ¢cm long and in 1 cm diameter on it (Picture:
6). After the excavation, the shots and the ceramics were delivered to the Museum Director
of Rize.

Topographic measurements of the inside of the castle and the current architectural plan
were tried to put on the map (marked).

At the end of the excavation in 2008;

e Environmental cleanliness,

e Grid-plan drawing,

e Openingof B2,B3,C2andC 3,

e Conservation work,

o Evaluation of ceramics finds was performed.

Environmental Cleanliness: Savsat, where is in the transition zone of temperate Black-
sea climate and continental climate, as exposed to heavy rain in spring and heavy snow in
winter, the area of the excavation is covered with various herbaceous plants and small thorny
bushes. Because of this, before starting measurement procedures and opening the excavation
areas, there is always a need for environmental cleaning anyhow. As in 2007, environmental

cleaning took us a week.

Grid-plan drawing: Partly started in 2007, but when completed in 2008, expanding
from south to north, consisting of 10.00x10.00 m in size, vertically 8 and horizontally 9
range of drawing-grid, carrying on excavation was formed with a suitable planning. More-
over, to be continued in the year 2009 and beyond, processing of the wall and the building
remains which take place within the grid sections have partly become true (Drawing:1).

B 2 Grid (Tower A): In Tower A, which is within B square plan, cleaning out the rubble
and the core of the soil mix at the base of it was started in 2007 excavation season and it
was resulted at a depth of 2.00 m. At the end of the excavation in 2008, inside the tower was
cleaned out 1.00 m more and it was descended to the base, so it was provided to be apparent
(Picture: 7).

Tower A, which is in the southwest corner of Castle, was built connected with the walls
in the south and as it is taller than the others, it is one of the architectural structures that can be
detected remotely in the first place. In the base of the tower in the northeast, there is a broken
door. In the east front, there are 5 porthole windows placed on different directions. As the top
cover of the tower is collapsed, it isn’t known what it was like. In the west direction, it seems
that it is also connected with the walls partly.
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While the floor area of the Tower A is 28.67 square meters, the area of its ceiling is 14.50
square meters. It’s a non-uniform cylindrical plan from internal and external. It has walls
made from different-sized rubble and creek stones mounted with plenty of lime mortar. The
thickness of the walls varies from place to place. While the thickness at the base is 2.36 m, it
is 1.23 on the top. The exterior part of the southeast corner rises from bottom to the up with a
corrupt (disorder) inclination and includes a sharp corner profile which is formed with larger
sizes with rough-shaped stones (Picture: 8; Drawing: 2).

As for the result of the excavation in 2008, the inner side of the tower has been opti-
mized. We can say that it is a six-floor tower by looking at horizontal timber slots of beams
which can’t be seen today. As noted previously, because of the collapse, the roof part which
formed the 6® floor wasn’t defined clearly. The inside of the tower is 18.30 m tall in this state.
Probably, the original height should have been more.

The area of the ground floor that could be used was 3.00 m prior to the excavation. After
cleaning out the rubbles and soil mixture, we saw that it is 4.10 m in height. Here, there is a
round-arched niche on the west wall and besides the clay materially tandoor found in 2007,
we came across another (the second) tandoor in the west part of this niche. In the view point
of both tandoors and picces of the broken ceramics and the two porthole windows, we sup-
pose that the below part of the tower might have been used as a tandoor-house. At present,
there is no factual information about for what purpose the upstairs were used and how the
transition was provided in middle floors.

B 3 Grid: No remains of any architectural structures were found in the trench. After
cleaning out the rubble stones and soil mixture approximately 1.00 m deep, starting from
near the entrance of the tower A and continuing to C 3 square plan, a trace of a wall was
found. The wall is 4.10 m long and 1.60 m wide and mounted with lime mortar. On the bound
of B 3, it was found out that there was a curve of the wall to the west. This area, which is
bounded with the walls in the south, was cleaned out about at a depth of 1.50 m, but the base
could not be reached. Therefore, the spatial definition of the uncovered wall remains could
not be done (Picture: 9).

Formun Ustii

Metin veya web sitesi adresi yazin ya da bir dokiimani gevirin.

C 2 Grid: There were no remains of the trench in the direction of west walls before
the excavation. Only the top level of the current walls could be seen. After cleaning out this
square plan at a depth of 2.00 m, we came across a main wall at a length of 7.05 and average
of 85 cm thick in the direction of east-west. At the edge of the wall in the direction of the
city wall, an oven, whose diameter is 45 cm and made up of brick, was found. In the north
direction of the same trench, probably a base of a structure in which lime mortar was used
was found. Tt is 1.00x1.00 in diameter and 80 cm tall. Especially, in this trench, brick material
was found in spite of being a little.
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C 3 Grid: This square plan also could be dug at a depth of 1.00 m. Two walls that
weren’t clear before were found. One of them is similar to the wall which was found out in B
3 trench. It is at a length of 4.43 m and 1.00 m thick. It extends in the direction of east-west.
As for the other one, it extends in the direction of north-south and it is at a length of 2.70 m
and 50 cm wide. As its surrounding hasn’t been opened fully, it isn’t understood where the

connection sets up.

Conservation work: Tower A, whose masonry top is in collapsed condition, is in B 2
opening. As it created danger during the excavation, by the help of a two-stage wooden pier
inside, at a height of 18.50 m was provided. Here, the wall at a 1.10 m thickness and whose
mesh blocks of upper surface were loose and might have collapsed at anytime was made
stronger with lime mortar (Calce Albazzana) and the danger was prevented until the restora-
tion was finished. Moreover, the roof of the tower was covered with a simple metal sheet in
order to prevent from decontamination such as snow and rain. Besides this, an iron door and
cage were placed to the entrance of the tower to prevent possible destructions. In addition
to this, the opening at a 1.60 m height on the fagade of the tower was closed with a wooden
window (Picture: 10).

When evaluating the finds of the ceramics during the excavation in 2008, in B 2, B 3, C
2 and C 3 trench, glazed and unglazed potteries were found. Among the glazed ceramics, the
majority is red clays and there are a few white clays. Among the red clays; there are signifi-
cant amount of the single-colored and glazed engraved decorated ceramics that were widely
used throughout the Middle Age and encountered in any excavation then (Picture: 11; 12).

Single-colored glazed potteries, including intense green color, are yellow and ochre.
Finds; are composed of edge, body and bottom parts. An unbroken one wasn’t found. Ac-
cording to the edge parts, the pots in bowl shape were more than plates and crocks in com-
parison.

In colored engraving of the ceramics, the inside of the incised patterns decoration is
enriched by painting with green and brown. The clay in different tint of red color is medium-
hard, tight, low-doped, glossy-glaze and slick. A lot of pieces of the edge and bottom of the
bowls and edge and body pieces of plates in arched and semicircle shape have been found.
Decorated ceramics in this technique are dated to between 13" and 15™ centuries. A mono-
gram bottom piece is similar to the sample which was found in Crimea region and dated to
14™ century.

As for the part of the bottom picce, it is a very clean clay, lined and glazed, of high qual-
ity and with scraping thin decoration (belongs to 14" century) it draws attentions.

The ceramics in this group are generally parallel to the scraping painted pottery of the
Caucasus.

A small number of body pieces, which are green and brown painted in splash technique,
are among the finds.
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The edge and body pieces were produced in priming technique and they have similar
clay. They have very high quality properties of clay and glaze.

As for the painting technique of the under-glaze, there are bottom and body pieces of the
ceramics which are called Rakka type and known as Milet work as an extension of Ottoman
period in Anatolia. The clay color and its specialties are out made (Syria) of Anatolia. Cobalt-
blue, purple, turquoise and green color samples were used under transparent glaze and they
are dated to 13" and 14" century.

There are under-glazed patterns on the two body pieces among the finds. These kinds of
finds were found in the excavation of Iran and Hasankeyf (14™ and 15" centuries).

Among the white clayed ceramics; imported white clay, cobalt-blue and turquoise
glazed cdge and body pieces can be seen. Moreover, in under-glaze painting technique, a bot-
tom piece in blue-white is regarded as lznik style production and a bottom piece is regarded
as Damascus style of 16" century.

Pieces belong to imitated production were also found in the excavation. Imitated por-
celain painted in blue-white and the pieces with white thick priming edge are the imitated
(Rhodes work) of Ottoman period (16™ century) in Iznik. In the imitated work of Rhodes, the
painting had been done in green, blue and red and colorless glaze was daubed. The glaze is
soft and loose. These are poor quality productions of 16™ and 17" century away from Iznik
center and produced in a center where the technology of furnace (oven) wasn’t developed.

Islamic world had used porcelain and seledons which were imported from China for
centuries. Local craftsmen had tried to make imitated ones. The two body pieces are among
the poor quality seledon imitations.

The pieces of edge and body of porcelain and four pieces of smoking pots and nozzle
can be regarded as the samples of 18"-19" century.

A large number of unglazed potteries were found including handles of water pitcher,
cooking utensils, crockery and the bottom, edge and body pieces belong to these utensils and
most of them are in bowl shape.

Clays are a bit soft, multi-doped, cooked at low temperate and they have rough work-
manship. Most of them might be local made. A few of them are harder and have clean clay.
The outer surface of them has finely engraved patterns.

In summary; the finds found out in 2008 Savsat Castle Excavation from 13" century
to 19 century seamlessly are composed of different styles and techniques. Except the local
production, the presence of products imported from different centers out of Anatolia had
increased the diversity and richness.

Besides these ceramics, a stone catapult shell was found in C 2 trench. That is similar to
the one found on tower A in 2007 (Picture: 13).

At the end of the excavation in 2009;
e Environmental cleanliness,
e Opening of B3, C2, H4, and partly C3 grid,
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» Establishment of evacuation platform and cleaning out the soil fill
e Building survey drawing,

e  Geophysical measurements,

e Evaluation of ceramics finds was performed.

Environmental Cleanliness: Although all the working area was cleaned when start-
ing excavation in 2007; because of both the climatic and soil conditions of the region, there
should be cleaning of the weeds and bushes in the excavation area every year. As in 2008, we
also started this excavation by cleaning out the weeds, bushes and all the other materials that
could prevent or interrupt the excavation.

At the excavation seasons before, in order to perform the building survey drawing and
conservation work, the soil around was cleaned out. In the cylindrical tower (B2 grid-Tower
A), which is on the left side of the door providing access to the castle, two tandoors were
found at the end of the excavation, both of the tandoors’ original condition was deformed.
One of the tandoors’ 1.00 m, and the other’s 25-30 ¢m part remained robust. The soil in the
tandoors, which has kept them in this condition, wasn’t emptied in order to prevent them
from more damage and they are protected for the conservation of the next season (Picture:
14).

B3 Grid: B3 grid takes place in the west of castle access and in the north of cylindri-
cal tower. First excavation work started in 2008 and as a result of these works the depth was
about 2.00 m; however, the base was not reached and as the excavation season ended, it was
left to be continued in 2009 (Drawing: 3).

As for the end of this excavation, the ground was excavated about 1.50 m more and the
base was reached. The accumulated stones unearthed in the excavation area were carried to
the place where the other stones were gathered so that they could be used in the restoration of
the castle later. As for the soil-filled, it was transferred out of the castle from the evacuation
platform. During the excavation glazed and unglazed ceramics were found in various forms
and sizes. In the ceramic found, engraving-panting, single-color glaze, blue-white painting
and primer painting techniques were seen. Besides this, in this excavation area, small picces
of wall decorations which had been done with colorful painting technique, pieces of bricks
and bones of animals were frequently found.

At the end of the excavation in this area; a masonry extending east-west direction, a
carrier and different architectural elements reminiscent of the ladder steps were identified
(Picture: 15).

The most important findings of the during the B3 grid excavation are the Ottoman-cra
coins which were found just in front of the western fortification, close to the surface of the
ground (Picture: 16). At first, 1 gold, 105 silver, totally 106 coins were found. However, as
the coins were small and their color was blacken because of the deformation due to being
underground for years, the soil of that area wasn’t evacuated and it was transferred to a dif-
ferent section considering the possibility of being overlooked. After the soil was sifted, 22
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coins more were found. The coins found in excavation area; 1 gold and 127 silver coins,
totally, they are 128 (Picture: 17). Most of the coins were covered with corrosion and they
became undefined. The diameter of the coins ranges from 0.8 cm to 1.8 cm. In order to clean
the coins under the circumstances of the laboratory in the excavation house, pre-cleaning was
done and some of them can be defined. There is no need of advanced laboratory work for the
rest of the coins which are in poor condition. The inscription and the dates on the gold and
on some of the silver coins can be read clearly. Especially, the gold coin in good condition,
which is at diameter of 1.8 cm and 0.1 cm thick, was minted in Diyarbakir (Amid) Hijri 926 /
Gregorian 1520 and corresponded to the year that ruler Suleiman the magnificent acceded to
the throne. It is understood that the gold and the other silver coins are the coins of Ottoman
period belongs to 16™ century (Picture: 18).

C2 Grid: C2 grid is in the west of castle access, next to the fortification and in the east
of the cylindrical tower and the first excavation began there in 2008. The depth of the exca-
vation was about 1.50 m; however, the base was not reached and as the excavation season
ended, it was left to be continued in 2009.

At the end of this excavation season, approximately 2.00 m more was excavated (dug)
and the base was reached. The accumulated stones unearthed in the excavation area were car-
ried to the area where the stones were gathered, so that they could be used in the restoration
of the castle later. As for the soil-filled, it was transferred out of the castle from the evacuation
platform. During the excavation glazed and unglazed ceramics were found, most of which
are amorphous nature.

At the end of the excavations, fortification wall was appeared completely and the four
side-walls, resembling a room, were defined as an architectural structure (Picture: 19). In the
cast, there is an opening like a door that might provide connection between the entry and the
residence. In the west wall, a small closet niche was found at the part near the base.

Moreover, the east part of the wall was also unearthed in C2 grid. The wall is in the west
of the main entry and it is in the direction of south-north of the fortification. On this wall, a
niche at the diameter of 36x80 cm draws attentions.

H4 Grid: The excavation work of the tower F, which takes place within the H4 grid
and has a rectangular area; firstly, we was started with cleaning out the rubble accumulated in
front of the tower (Picture: 20), apparently fell through the tower walls. After that, as the door
of the tower is 3.5-4.00 m above the ground, a wooden pier was made in order to both drain
the materials that could be as a result of the excavation work and provide entry to the tower.

Interior of the tower was covered with stones and earth fill was higher than the level
of the door opening. In inside, first, the rubble at the height of 1.50 m was cleaned out and
then we started to drain the soil filling. Descend to the floor; we came across wooden timbers
which should have been used to establish the floors in the tower. These timbers were taken
out and working was continued (Picture: 21).
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The tower F takes place in the north-east of the excavation area in H4 grid and its in-
ternal floor area is 29.66 square meters, the thickness of its walls is 3.75 m and its exterior
is 96.56 square meters. There is an entrance gate of the tower, which is approximately 4.00
m above the floor of the excavation area, at the height of 2.82 m and 1.05 m wide. There is
debris outside of the entrance door of the tower, overall the shape is unspoiled. There are two
observation windows just under the tower entrance gate at the measurement of 33x33 ¢m on
the right and on the left sides and the elevation is 2.95 m.

The width of the door at the entrance 1s 1.05 m, but its inner side extends to 1.30 wide.

On the surface of the inner wall of the tower there are 5 beam (timber) gaps, in turn, at
the elevation 0f2.95m, 1 at 5.35m, 5at 7.77m, 1 at 10.17 m, 5 at 12.90 m and the dimension
of each beam gap is about 40x40 cm. These beams (timbers) take place at the same elevation
and the same number on the two opposite walls. On the B and D walls of the tower, there is
a beam gap on each wall at 10.17 m elevation. There has also been a partial rash, beginning
from the wall D at 6.35 and ending at 8.00 m at the wide of 1.10 m. As for the wall C, there
has been a partial rash at the same level, beginning from 8.65 m elevation and ending at 8.65
m at the wide of 1.10 m. On the wall of the tower C, there arc indents under and on the tower
gate along the wall at the width of 15 cm and at the elevation of 3.45 m and 7.30 m. When
considering the opposite beam gaps of these indents, it can be said that they were fit to make
middle (mezzanine) floors.

There is a partial wall destruction and stone falling from both interior and exterior of the
tower walls. We can say that the top point is at the height of 14.76 m at present (Picture: 22).

At the end of the excavation activities; approximately 7 m depth has been reached in
inside of the tower from the first state. It appears that there were a lot of daily-used contain-
ers, because there are a lot of glazed and unglazed pieces of the ceramics and two undamaged
bowls which are made from baked-clay.

Establishment of the evacuation platform: The landfill resulted from the excavation
in 2007 and 2008 was deposited at site of the castle. However, considering that landfill will
cover the excavation area and prevent the excavation work in the future, by help of the plat-
form made from wood and sheet metal, it has been transferred to the outside of the castle. As
the transferred soil is fertile, it is planned to use it in environmental regulation in the rough
terrain which provides exit to the castle (Picture: 23).

Building Survey: We were able to do surveys of the B3, C2 and H4 grids as a result of
the excavation and reaching the base. In fact, when the excavation activities came to the end,
surveys were done in these three excavation areas (Drawing: 4).

Geophysical measurement: In order to act within a framework for an excavation to be
done in an area in the future, geophysical maps have been developed / drawn (Picture: 24).
In this context, with determining the structure remains before the excavation one can act at a
certain level in the course of the work.
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Evaluation of the ceramic finds: The glazed and unglazed ceramics found at the end of
the excavation in 2009; were decomposed as mouth part, neck and bottom, handle and body
pieces. After that, the parts that could form the containers used in the region were examined
by cleaning them and they were drawn (Picture: 25).

It is realized that, the glazed ceramic group consists of the techniques such as engrav-
ing, painting, engraved-painting and damask painting. As for the colors, in the samples of
engraved-painting there are green, brown, yellow and turquoise colors; in damask painting,
the colors such as red, blue, turquoise and white draw attentions. As for the quality of the
clay of the ceramics, we can see that there are ‘tighter and less porous’ in the examples of the
clay in red and white colors. As a feedstock for glaze, it is understood that the materials such
as stone, limestone, quartz and chamotte had been added. As for decorative elements, there
are decorations of plants such as flowers, leaves and branches; among the geometric patterns
there are shapes such as circle, square, rectangular and broken lines; and compositions such
as bird figure had been used. It is understood that, according to the decoration specialties of
the ceramics found, the ceramics mainly belong to the Ottoman-era. For the glazed ceramics,
they consist of the containers of daily-use such as cups, bowls and plates (Picture: 26).

As for the unglazed ceramics, the techniques of engraving, painting and pressure can
be seen. The unglazed ceramic pieces are mainly the containers of daily-use, such as, cups,
bowls, cubic tests, oil lamps and crocks. While in some of them primers can be seen on the
exterior, you can’t see primer on the interior. In unglazed ceramics, we can see the samples
of the clay in red color greater in number. As for the quality of the clay, they can be included
in the group of ‘loose and less porous’ clay. The specialties of the additive materials are the
same as the glazed ones. As a decorative element, horizontal, vertical, curved lines and geo-
metrical motifs such as circle and square had been used. Besides this, on the bottom of some
of the ceramic pieces, some of the shapes might be numbers or master monogram draw at-
tentions. (Picture: 27).

As done before, the inventory, whose slips were filled, were handed over the director of
the Museum of Rize.

Evaluation and Conclusion:

e  Starting a scientific archeological excavation for the first time in Artvin, drew atten-
tion, particularly, of the local people, the various media institutions and our Country received
the permission of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism positively.

e As the problem of limited time and lack of money wasn’t faced in 2008 and 2009
as in 2007, the excavation was carried out for more than two months each year without any
interruption. If there is no failure, our archeological excavation activities will continue for 7
years more. Subsequently, the restoration of it will be started.

e In 2007, while working only at tower A which takes place in B 2 grid, in 2008, both
the excavation of the tower A was finished and three more trenches were opened. However,
the trenches which were opened for the first time weren’t finished completely up to the level
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of the base. At the end of the excavation season in 2009, most of these trenches were finished
and the interior of the tower F was cleaned out (Picture: 28).

o There is a lot of stone-soil fill on the surface of the trenches. In the course of the
excavation, the soil and stones are separated and they are stored at the suitable places of the
castle. As for the soil, it is transferred to the field in the direction of tower entry to be used in
environmental regulation.

e With the temporary conservation work carried out in the direction of the tower, the
tower is prevented from human and climatic negativities.

e The castle has a distinction of being one of the important centers for the region. It
attracts the attention of a large number of domestic and foreign visitors. This excavation is
very meaningful as it is the first scientific archeological excavation in Artvin.

e In the meantime, the castle is accepted as a protected area by Trabzon Cultural and
Natural Heritage, dated 12.09.2008 and by the decision number 1745 and related to using the
fields of Savsat Castle which is registered to the private property.

° As there are no museums in Artvin, the finds from the excavation are delivered to
the Museum of Rize. The people of the province would like to have the Museum of Artvin
as soon as possible. We also provide all the support that we can to eliminate this negativity.

»  Together with all these, when the excavation finishes, there is possibility to reach
archeologically factual data for the first time in determining the relation, especially, of Anato-
lia- Caucasus and we hope that it will provide an important contribution in dating more than
fifty castles, which have been determined in Artvin and in its towns by us.

e When ending our paper; I would like to thank to everyone who made contribution
in sustaining the excavation, in particular, Cultural and Tourism Ministry of Turkey, Yuzuncu
Yil University Administration, Batman University Administration, the Governorship of Art-
vin, Head Official of Savsat, Savsat mayor, our excavation team and especially the organiza-
tion members who invited us to Georgia.
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