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Nahiv Ilminde Ismin Mahiyeti:
Sorun Ve Gelisim Uzerine Bir
Inceleme

Oz

Nabhiv ilminde terimlerin belirlenmesi, bu ilmin tari-
hini ve kavramsal ¢ercevesini anlamada temel bir yere
sahiptir. Bu baglamda ¢alisma, nahiv ilminin en énemli
kavramlarindan biri olan “isim”in tarihsel siiregteki ge-
lisimini ele almakta ve 6zellikle ismin taniminda ortaya
¢ikan ciddi farkliliklara yol acan temel sorunlari ince-
lemektedir. Caligmanin amaci, ismin taniminin gegirdi-
g1 donlisiimi takip etmek, ¢esitli nahiv alimlerinin ileri
stirdiigii tanimlart analitik bir yaklagimla degerlendirmek
ve bu tanimlarin dayandigi metodolojik ilkeleri ortaya
koymaktir. Ayrica Yunan mantiginin nahivde tanim an-
layis1 iizerindeki etkisi ile modern donemde bu meseleye
yonelik yeniden degerlendirme ¢abalar1 da ¢aligma kap-
saminda ele alinmaktadir.

Caligmada tarihsel-betimleyici yontem kullanilmis,
klasik nahiv kaynaklarimin yani sira ¢agdas arastirmalar-
dan da yararlanilmistir. Elde edilen sonuglar, yontemsel
farkliliklarm isim taniminda belirgin bir cesitlilige yol
actigim1 gostermektedir. Zorluguna ve kapsaminin dar-
ligina ragmen mahiyet temelli tanimin alimler arasinda
daha yaygin oldugu; buna karsilik nahivsel uygulamaya
dayanan erken donem tanimlarin geri planda kaldig: tes-
pit edilmistir. Modern dilbilimcilerin ise ¢agdas yaklasim
ve analizler 15181nda daha tutarli ve uygulanabilir tanim-
lar gelistirdikleri sonucuna ulagilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Nahiv
Ilmi, Hadd, Isim, Sorun, Gelisim.

The Essence Of The Noun In
Arabic Grammar: A Study Of The
Problematic And Its Development

Abstract

Defining technical terms is essential for understan-
ding the historical and conceptual structure of any field.
This study examines the development of the concept
of the noun in Arabic grammar across various periods,
focusing on the core problem that generated significant
differences in its definition. It aims to trace the historical
evolution of the noun’s definition, analyze the major de-
finitions proposed by grammarians, uncover the metho-
dological principles underlying them, and assess the inf-
luence of Greek logic on shaping grammatical definition.
The study also highlights modern efforts to reevaluate
this issue.

Using a descriptive—historical method, the research
draws on primary grammatical sources from different
eras as well as contemporary studies. The findings show
that methodological variation produced multiple perspe-
ctives on defining the noun. Despite its difficulty, limited
scope, and susceptibility to objections, the essentialist
(mahiyya-based) definition became the most widespre-
ad, leading some scholars to deny the possibility of defi-
ning the noun altogether. In contrast, the early definition
grounded in grammatical practice lost its prominence.
Modern linguists, however, have developed more cohe-
rent and applicable definitions in light of recent linguistic
approaches.

and Rbhetoric,
Problematics,

Keywords:  Arabic
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Defining terminology is an indispensable step in any field of knowledge, for it represents a fundamental entry
point to understanding its internal structure, tracing its developments, and identifying its intellectual foundations.
Examining terms—especially the central terms upon which a discipline is built—is in essence a study of the history
of that discipline itself. Through such a study, one can uncover the intellectual contexts that shaped the emergence of
a term, the debates it generated, and the methodologies used in defining it. It also highlights the influence of different
scholarly schools on its formulation, and clarifies how it has changed across centuries. From this perspective, the
study of the term “noun” (al-ism) in Arabic grammar becomes especially significant, as it is one of the foundational
concepts upon which the entire grammatical system is constructed, and one of the major pillars on which numerous
rules and discussions are based. This study seeks to present a comprehensive examination of the historical develop-
ment of the concept of the noun in the works of Arab grammarians, beginning with the early stages of grammatical
scholarship in Basra and Kufa, through its maturation in the works of the third and fourth centuries AH, and then its
later elaborations, and finally reaching modern linguistic studies that have re-evaluated many traditional gramma-
tical concepts. The research employs a descriptive-historical methodology, tracing the emergence and evolution of
the term, analyzing the grammarians’ texts in their original contexts, and considering the intellectual and scholarly
environments that produced them. The study begins from a central hypothesis: that the variation in defining the noun
among Arabic grammarians was not merely a matter of different examples or verbal formulations. Rather, it reflects
a much deeper divergence in scholarly vision, methodological orientation, and the underlying understanding of the
linguistic function of nouns. From the outset, there was no complete agreement on the essence of the noun; instead,
multiple approaches emerged. Some scholars emphasized formal signs (‘alamat) that distinguish the noun from the
verb and the particle; others attempted to define its essence (mahiyya); and still others focused on its semantic or syn-
tactic function within the sentence. The study shows that the earliest and most practical definition of the noun—found
among the grammarians of the second century AH—was grounded in grammatical practice rather than philosophical
abstraction. This early definition relied on observable signs such as genitive case, nunation (tanwin), the vocative
particle, and the definite article a/-. This approach reflects an early stage of grammatical thought aimed at teaching
learners and making syntax accessible, without introducing complex theoretical considerations. As the Arabic gram-
matical tradition developed, and as grammarians came into contact with Greek logic and philosophical writings, a
noticeable shift began to appear in how the noun was defined. Some grammarians adopted a methodology based on
essential definition (hadd al-mahiyya), which sought to determine the true nature of a concept by defining its genus
and differentia. This produced abstract definitions such as: “The noun is that which denotes a meaning in itself wit-
hout being associated with time,” or “The noun is a word that signifies a meaning independent of action and temporal
reference.” Although such definitions became predominant in later grammatical works, the study reveals that they
suffered from several issues: they failed to encompass all types of nouns, they were subject to semantic and gram-
matical objections, and they were often inconsistent in practical application, as grammarians themselves frequently
returned to the use of signs when explaining grammatical categories. The study further shows that this “essentialist”
approach was never universally accepted. Some grammarians criticized it as being too abstract and foreign to the true
nature of grammatical study. A few scholars even denied the possibility of formulating a single, inclusive, exclusive
definition of the noun, viewing the definitions found in grammatical texts as merely pedagogical tools rather than
precise logical formulations. This represents an early internal critique within the grammatical tradition, reflecting
awareness of the difficulty of reconciling logical definition with practical grammar. The research also examines the
attempts of later grammarians to combine the essentialist method with the method of formal signs. This synthesis led
to definitions that mixed abstract criteria with empirical markers, resulting in increasing complexity and conceptual
overlap. The study suggests that this development mirrors the intellectual tendencies of later periods, which often
sought to integrate multiple sciences into unified explanatory frameworks. On the other hand, the study surveys the
contributions of modern Arabic linguists, who have reassessed the traditional concept of the noun in light of con-
temporary linguistic theories. These scholars have proposed clearer and more coherent definitions based on syntactic
function, morphological behavior, or structural context. Some view the noun as a lexical category characterized by
specific morphological and syntactic properties, while others define it as a semantic unit capable of being a subject
or being predicated upon in the sentence. The findings of the study may be summarized as follows: Methodological
diversity was the primary reason for the historical variation in defining the noun, not mere differences in wording
or examples. The essentialist definition, despite its dominance in grammatical literature, is highly abstract, does not
fully encompass all noun types, and has been repeatedly criticized and modified. These difficulties even led some
grammarians to deny the existence of a comprehensive definition of the noun. However, it gradually receded with the
rise of logical influence. Modern linguistic scholars have produced more precise and functional definitions, consis-
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tent with contemporary linguistic methodology and better suited to the actual behavior of nouns in language. Through
this analysis, the study demonstrates that the evolution of the definition of the noun in Arabic grammar is not merely
a technical linguistic issue, but a window into the broader intellectual history of the Arabic grammatical tradition. It
reflects shifts in methodology, the interaction between different sciences, and the continuous effort of scholars—past
and present—to understand the structure of the Arabic language in the most accurate and coherent way possible.
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