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ABSTRACT 

If Thomas Hardy’s novels are analyzed, it is noticed that he could be a Victorian Age eco-fictionist. Hardy is evaluated as a 

pessimistic novelist and accused of trying to draw his protagonists as slaves of their fates. Yet, Hardy entitles himself as a meliorist 

who reckons that the good manners of human beings might change the world for the better. It is sensed that while the novelist 

expressing his feelings aims to push the boundaries of his age because he includes different issues in his novels. To illustrate, he 

uses Stonehenge in Tess of the D’Urbervilles and uses a spyglass in The Return of the Native. While using past issues, he foresees 

the approaching catastrophes of the Earth in the 21st century. Therefore, this study argues that Thomas Hardy could be a Victorian 

Age eco-fictionist who warns human beings with his novels Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Far from the Madding Crowd, Under the 

Greenwood Tree, The Woodlanders and The Return of the Native. 
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ÖZET 

Eğer Thomas Hardy’nin romanları dikkatle okunursa, Viktoria Dönemi eko-kurgucusu olabileceği farkedilir. Hardy karamsar bir 

romancı olarak kabul edilir ve ana karakterlerini kendi kaderlerinin köleleri olarak göstermeye çalışmak ile suçlanır.Ama o 

kendisini iyi davranışlarla dünyanın daha iyi bir yer olabileceğine inanan bir meliorist olarak görür. Roman yazarının duygularını 

ifade ederken yaşadığı dönemin sınırlarını zorladığı hissedilir çünkü yazarın, örnek olarakTess of the D’Urbervillesisimli eserinde 

Stonehenge’i olay yeri olarak kullanması veThe Return of the Native’ de modern araçlar kullanması gibi çağının ötesinde farklı 

konulara değinir.Hardy geçmiş olaylara değinirken 21. yüzyılda dünyanın başına gelecek olan felaketleri de önceden sezer gibidir. 

Bu çalışma, Thomas Hardy’ninTess of the D’Urbervilles, Far from the Madding Crowd, Under the Greenwood Tree, The 

Woodlanders veThe Return of the Nativeisimli romanları ile insanlığa uyarılarda bulunan bir Viktoria Dönemi eko-kurgucusu 

olabileceğini tartışmaktadır. 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Thomas Hardy, Eko-kurgu, Viktorya Dönemi, Meliorist, Küresel Isınma 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Thomas Hardy’s novels reveal that he can be a Victorian Age eco-fictionist. He remarks on the catastrophic 

environmental results caused by humanity. His novels might serve the purpose to warn modern men. 

Thomas Hardy aims to grasp what the future holds for humanity. He seems to unfold the future of nature, 

earth and humanity. To comprehend his eco-fictionist aim, the social and historical background of the 

Victorian Era must be known in detail. Hardy’s meliorism can be examined in the context of eco-

fiction.Owing to the financial and social unrest of the Victorian Age nature loses its importance which is 

realized by Hardy and he reflects the troubles of nature in his novels. It is stated that, among daily and 

financial issues, nature stays in darkness and human beings harm nature to earn more(Harputlu & Arıkan, 

2013, pp. 78-79), so nature in darkness has an opportunity to be heard with the help of his novels. 

Thomas Hardy reveals the realities to humanity which causes his being named and evaluated as a pessimist. 

If more money is earned mind is supposed to be more positive and blissful towards life and earth. Yet, it is 

the opposite for Hardy and for Simons “Thomas Hardy’s appreciation probably ended with the sentiment 

behind the gift” (Simons, 2019, pp. 95-99). It is implied that the more Hardy earns money with his novels, 

the more he becomes a Victorian Era eco-fictionist. Moreover, Edward Wagenknecht believes “most 

Review Article 



International Social Sciences Studies Journal 2021 Vol:7 Issue:86 pp:3289-3297 

 

sssjournal.com International Social Sciences Studies Journal  sssjournal.info@gmail.com 

3290 

readers of Thomas Hardy are firmly convinced that he was a pessimist” (Wagenknecht, 1942, pp. 546-554). 

Yet, he does not accept himself as a pessimist. He reckons that he is a meliorist who believes human beings 

could make the world a better place with the help of their good manners. For Hardy, human beings must be 

aware of catastrophic results if they aim for goodness. His eco-fictionist characters will be unfolded in the 

rest of this paper giving examples fromTess of the D’Urbervilles, Far from the Madding Crowd, Under the 

Greenwood Tree, The Woodlanders and The Return of the Native. 

2. THOMAS HARDY AS A MELIORIST OR VICTORIAN AGE ECO-FICTIONIST 

Eco-fiction is a movement to awake blindfold humanity that nature is in a throe and this throe will draw 

human beings to death at the same time. Every minute, icebergs melt in the poles which cause the rise of 

the sea levels. Yet, humanity does not notice the reality in the haste of daily life. Hardy seems to give such 

examples highlighting some of his characters. As an example,Tess is a different character in the Victorian 

Era: “Representing Tess as a ‘psychological phenomenon’, Hardy forges Tess from the physical and 

historical landscape to the point that she cannot exist beyond it” (Fiehn, 2019, pp. 39-52). Tess, the 

protagonist, is more than a protagonist in a novel and Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles has eco-fiction 

themes: 

Strange birds from behind the North Pole began to arrive silently… Gaunt spectral creatures -

with tragic eyes- which had witnessed scenes of cataclysmal horror in inaccessible polar 

regions, of a magnitude such as so human being had ever conceived, in curdling temperatures 

that no man could endure, which had beheld the crash of icebergs, and the slide of snow hills 

by the shooting light of aurora; had been blinded by the whirl of colossal storms… These 

nameless birds came quite near to Tess and Marian, but of all that they had seen which 

humanity would never see, they brought no account (Urgan, 2013, p. 1320). 

Here it is clearly stated that merely strange birds know the negativity in the North Pole with their tragic 

eyes and merely the birds are the witnesses of melting icebergs instead of human beings and this is the aim 

of eco-fiction. Tess is also a symbol of eco-feminism since there is a relationship between earth and 

women. The main character Tess is in pain since her childhood. She is deceived by her father, family, luck, 

Alec, Angel and even by the priest who does not want to bury her baby according to Christianity norms. In 

the end, she does not struggle with human beings and becomes a mistress of Alec and murders him.Yet, it 

must be noticed by humanity that Mother Nature is as pure as Tess. Nature does not injure humanity, yet 

she supports them. Human beings must realize that nature does not struggle against them and Hardy aims to 

state that nature will be murdered as Tess is murdered in Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 

In addition, Hardy includes pessimist land names in the novel such as ‘Vale of Blackmoor’ (Hardy, 1994, 

p. 14). He could change the land name of ‘Blackmoor’ as ‘Whitemoor’ or ‘Greenmoor’, yet he decides to 

use the color black which means a negative ending waits for nature. It is similar to Tess who is sentenced to 

death and a black flag flies after her death which is also the symbol of nature’s death. 

On the other hand“she is an innocent country girl, full of life. There is a sense of hope and joy in the air 

since she has her whole life ahead of her” (Holmberg, 2010, p. 3). The quotation implies Tess is the symbol 

of nature. For instance, there is a dance scene. Every young man chooses a maiden for dance and Angel, 

chooses a girl other than Tess. When the dance ends, his glances meet with Tess’ eyes and he regrets not 

choosing Tess as a mate. Because she looks more beautiful than the other maiden (Hardy, 1994, p. 16). 

Therefore, Hardy states that, as Angel does not dance with beautiful Tess, humanity will not choose nature 

as a companion and human beings will also repent as Angel repents in Tess of the D’Urbervilles. Tess is 

shown to be in a bad condition. All Tess’ friends on the farm despise her and Alec approaches the scene on 

his horse. When he calls her to sit behind him, she is said to jump “out of the frying-pan into the fire” 

(Hardy, 1994, p. 84). Because, Alec rapes her in the forest which is considered a violation of nature by 

humanity (Hardy, 1994, p. 84). ForHardy, the world is full of choices and every choice brings a good or 

bad outcome inthe end. When Tess chooses to sit behind the horse of Alec, her choice brings a catastrophic 

resultof being raped by him. Tess’ wrong choice can be generalised for all humanity and nature in Hardy’s 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles. According to eco-fiction, human beings must make a selection between saving 

nature or losing it eternally. 
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In another scene, Mr. and Mrs. Crick hear the crows’ cawson an unreasonable day and time (Hardy, 1994, 

p. 274). So, they reckon that something bad is going to occur: “It only means a change in the weather” 

(Hardy, 1994, p. 275).  

In the Victorian Age, new experiments, electricity, steam power, modern agriculture, technology and the 

rush to earn more money affects human beings negatively. The idea of earning more spreads all over the 

world. Therefore, humanity starts to lose their tenderness towards nature. Therefore, he aims to warn 

human beings saying “it only means a change in the weather.” (Hardy, 1994, p. 275).Hardy also adds that 

humanity is unconscious to notice the negative ending of nature which is an illness: “You’re ill; it is natural 

that you should be.” (Hardy, 1994, p. 293).  

In Tess of the D’Urbervilles, the main character Tess is abused by the majority she meets. Alec 

d’Urberville, her family members and her lifelong mate Angel also force her to submit as nature submitsto 

humanity.Tess submits herself to Alec as nature submits: “I will obey you like your wretched slave even if 

it is to lie down and die” (Hardy, 1994, p. 294). Yet, human beings must be conscious that Mother Nature 

cannot bear more than her ability and Tess cries: “… because you know best what my punishment ought to 

be; only-only- don’t make it more than I can bear!” (Hardy, 1994, p. 323).  

Tess acknowledges that she and nature is damaged bitterly: ”When you know what harm you’ve done me! 

You and those like you, take your fill of pleasure on earth by making the life of such as me bitter and black 

with sorrow” (Hardy, 1994, p. 394). Yet still, peoplekeep going the same way: “(…)and I so defenceless on 

account of my first error. Let me come at once, or at once come to me!” (Hardy, 1994, p. 429). It is an 

alarm signalfrom nature to humanity. She admits that she is weak and she calls for help to stop the 

devastation. However, Hardy realizes the yelling of nature: “O why have you treated me so monstrously, 

Angel! I do not deserve it. (…)You know that I did not intend to wrong you- why have you so wronged 

me? You are cruel, cruel indeed! I will try to forget you. It is all injustice I have received at your hands!” 

(Hardy, 1994, p. 455). 

In the quotation, Tess personifies nature and her husband Angel personifies blind human beings who 

harshly treat nature. Angel treats Tess monstrously and in turn, she goes on obeying, yet Angel’s negative 

behaviour continues. Therefore, she writes a letter to Angel Clare saying Angel is monstrous and he is 

unfair to her. Finally, she deserts Angel. Her negative situation can be likened to the relation between 

human beings and Mother Nature. Humanity mistreats nature. However, nature’s energy may end soon. 

Therefore, human beings must realize the point and stoppolluting nature which is important and noticed by 

Thomas Hardy as an eco-fictionist. 

Through the end of the novel, the protagonist Tess is desperate: “What must come will come.” (Hardy, 

1994, p. 498). She loosedher hope and waits for her death. Her condition can also be adapted to ecology as 

Mother Nature is on the verge of expressing the same feeling as Tess does. And -what must come will 

come- is close on every shining day. The destruction ofthe ozone layer, the rise of the sea levels, the change 

of seasons,earthquakes and tsunamisare the last cries and screams of Mother Nature to end the negative 

flow. However, humanity still acts closing their eyes and ears to approaching reality which is noticed by 

Thomas Hardy. 

In the last paragraph of Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Hardy concludes by saying “Justice was done, and the 

President of the immortals, in Aeschylean phrase, had ended his sport with Tess.” (Hardy, 1994, p. 508). It 

states that human beings who treat Tess negatively in her lifetime cannot abuse her in the hereafter. Neither 

Alec d’Urberville nor Angel Clare, nor her family nor the parson Tringham may disturb her in the grave. 

Hardy states that the justice of Tess is to die and the same justice will be enforced to humanity. Therefore, 

the scale of justice cannot be broken. When the scale of justice is broken by humanity, they will also be 

judged by it soon. 

Gabriel Oak is the protagonist of the novel Far From The Madding Crowdand he has an old watch. He 

never leaves it and carries it with him. If he needs to check the time, he pulls its chain as a bucket from a 

well (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, pp. 12-32-39). His old watch has the same aim as 

Eustacia’s spyglass in The Return of the Native since, for Hardy, nature’s negative situation must be 

noticed by human beings and sand in the sandglass is falling faster than before for both human beings and 

nature. “(…) Hardy’s treatment of nature is in one of his most representative novels- Far From the 

Madding Crowd (1874).” (Wickens, 1981, pp. 63-79). Gabriel Oak is the symbol of nature, he struggles 
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against the mistreatment of nature in the novel. To illustrate the point, he aims to marry Bathsheba, 

however his sheep die and he works on Bathsheba’s farm. Furthermore, he witnesses the marriage of her 

with Troy and he is aware of Mr. Boldwood’s love for Bathsheba. He loves Bathshebaand his love is loved 

by others. Yet, he bears with all these problems. In the end, Bathsheba discerns true love and approaches 

Gabriel Oak. It is a positive ending for Hardy’s novels. In the first half of the novel, Bathsheba says “In 

short, I shall astonish you all” (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 107). So, she astonishes the 

reader and Hardy believes that humanity will also choose nature for their blissfulness as Bathsheba chooses 

Oak, which is a strong tree name. If not, a negative ending and black flag wait for them as in Tess of the 

D’Urbervilles. 

Moreover, there is a comparison between Noah’s Ark and eco-fiction in the novel. (Hardy, Far From The 

Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 20). It is known that Noah warns humanity about approaching flood and human 

beings must embark on Ark if they do not want to drown. Yet, even his wife does not accompany him. In 

addition, the protagonist Gabriel Oak’s house also supports the idea of Ark as it resembles a ship’s cabin 

with wood slides (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 23).  

Furthermore, Bathsheba is distressed as she notices that a little fire turns into a great flame if it is not 

extinguished at the right time (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 154). In the novel, 

Bathsheba represents indifferent human beings and she realizes the importance of time to save the 

goodness in the world, yet in real life, human beings do not notice the significance of right choice and the 

right time. Hardy wants to attractthe attention of human beings by using characters as Bathsheba in his 

novels. For Hardy, human beings must comprehend the agony of nature and stop, polluting and destructing 

the earth. 

Gabriel Oak kicks something soft while walking. It is a frog. He takes the frog to kill it to stop its pain. 

However, he realizes that the frog is not harmed by his kick and leaves it. “He knew what this direct 

message from the Great Mother meant” (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 299). 

Accordingly, nature sends signals to save it. However, human beings do not hear the cry of nature and 

Hardy tries to protect nature. “It was Nature’s second way of hinting to him that he was to prepare for foul 

weather.” (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 299). Nature is said to be on the threshold of 

losing hope and negative changes in the weather will begin in the future. What is more, “every voice in 

nature was unanimous in bespeaking change” (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 300). It is 

assumed that there will be an exact change in the seasons and the weather. Global warming is on the 

threshold of showing its bad effect on nature soon: “Then nature, as if offended, lent a hand.” (Hardy, Far 

From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 329). For Hardy nature is too helpless to support human beings. Hardy 

adds that nature is bountiful to support humanity.Hardy also adds that “The air was an eye suddenly struck 

blind” (Hardy, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2019, p. 345) meaning the change in the seasons and global 

warming show their negative effect on nature as the eye of the air stricking blind. 

InUnder the Greenwood Tree, Teacher Fancy hesitates to choose the right man among her three suitors. 

First is a rich man called Mr. Shiner, second is a handsome priest called Mr. Maybold and third is Dick 

Dewy who is a villager. Fancy loves Dewy deep inside her heart. Yet, she hesitates when she has a 

proposal from a good looking priest and a rich man. Yet, her real love is Dick Dewy who is the symbol of 

nature in the novel.So, Under the Greenwood Tree also has eco-fictionist symbols. In the Victorian Era, the 

English nation is an affluent one. Technology, science, electricity, agriculture, and steam power are the 

most important developments. However, the first paragraph of Under the Greenwood Tree has a 

description of nature and the wood (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 9). It is a conventional 

act of Thomas Hardy as an eco-fictionist.As in Tess of the D’Urbervilles, there are divergent types of 

settings called Bloom’s End in Under the Greenwood Tree. ‘Bloom’ is a favourable word. When blooms 

expand on the earth, buds and flowers decorate all the surface of nature. However, -end- is an unfavourable 

word which means decoration of flowers will end shortly. In Tessalso ‘Blackmoor’ is chosen as a setting. 

One wonders why Hardydoes not use ‘Bloom’s Start’ instead of Blackmoor in Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 

Since he wants to send a signal to the modern world of the twenty-first century to end the destruction of 

nature and global warming.Moreover, ‘Budmouth’ is another setting inUnder the Greenwood Tree. ‘Bud’ 

means a partially opened flower whose hypernym is bloom. Hardy coulduse another setting in the 

developing time of Queen Victoria as –steel head- or –iron arm-. However, he uses ‘Budmouth’ to awake 

the minds of readers to nature’s beauty as opposed tohis contemporaries. Such setting names also give the 

impression thatHardy might be a Victorian eco-fictionist. 
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To achieve his objective, Thomas Hardy seems to use women characters to represent nature. Tess seems to 

bethe symbol of nature in Tess of the D’Urbervilles and,likewise, so does teacher Fancy in Under the 

Greenwood Tree. “Nobody seems to care about me” (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 114). It 

is the same yelling in nature as Mother Nature notices that nobody protects her and everybody injures her 

steadily. The ozone layer is damaged, harmful rays of the sun and negative change in seasons cause melting 

of the glaciers which cause the rise of the sea levels. Therefore, Hardy seems to aim to saveMother Nature, 

but instead, evaluated as a pessimist by his contemporaries.  

According to Hardy nature must be treated as sensitive as a bird. So, he includes birds in his novels most of 

the time. For instance, teacher Fancy has a canary-cage in her hand (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 

2019, p. 115). In addition, the last sentence of Under the Greenwood Tree, includes a nightingale sound 

which also states that animals, especially birds, considers nature more than any human beings on earth 

(Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 215). In addition, Hardy’s usage of bird is mentioned in Tess 

of the D’Urbervilles and he also includes a small bird in Under the Greenwood Treewhich is killed by a 

strong owl:“A loud cry is heard in the forest” (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 165). The birds 

might be taken as  symbols of nature and her purity. In Victorian Era, Darvin’s thoughts are effective and 

Thomas Hardy is also a supporter of his survival of the fittest theory. For instance, it is quoted as follows: 

“Hardy was one of the first, according to his wife, to Thomas acclaim Darwin’s Origin of Species, 1859” 

(Sherman, 1946, pp. 304-309). Therefore, Thomas Hardy includes birds to sustain the survival of the fittest 

theory. If someone is not as strong as the owl, he/she is killed as a weak bird. This illustration is connected 

to the relation between nature and humanity. Nature is the bird and humanity is the owl. So, human beings 

kill the weak nature and this is the main suffering of eco-fictionist Thomas Hardy. According to him, 

nature and humanity are not rivals yet partners. If one loses the combat, the other loses in return. Financial 

issues are more important than Mother Nature in the Victorian Era: “But ‘tis the money, said Enoch 

musingly; For without Money, man is a shadder!” (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 158). 

Without money, man could be a shadder, yet without nature, money and human beings will also be 

invaluable. Therefore, nature must be more significant than money and eco-fiction sustains the idea of 

saving nature. However, Thomas Hardy achieves it in Victorian Age as he should be regarded as an eco-

fictionist under the scope of a meliorist. Nevertheless, towards the end of Under the Greenwood Tree, there 

is a positive portrayal of nature. Hardy portraits nature as brilliant and green. Summer is portrayed sunny, 

apple trees are pictured bloomed and flowers are gentle. Sparrows and blackbirds are heard singing 

blissfully (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 195), which gives the impression that despite all 

manmade destructions, Hardy seems optimist for the future of the planet. Human beings will support the 

refinement of Mother Nature and they will end global warming in the foreseeable future as also seen in his 

cry: “Why, is enough for Noah’s Ark.” (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, p. 201). In Noah’s time, 

human beings are told and clarified that there will be heavy rain and sea levels are on the verge of rising. 

So, they must embark on the Ark forthwith. However, many human beings do not trust Noah and they 

drown under the first Flood. The condition is the same in the twenty-first century as the second flood 

approaches. So, Thomas Hardy insists that there is not an Ark as in Noah’s time, yet eco-fiction is the new 

Ark for human beings. If humanity does not act accordingly, both human beings and nature will suffocate 

under the rising sea levels. 

In the last chapter, Hardy tells the Under the Greenwood Tree’s story. In Yalbury Wood there is an old 

tree. It is big. Hundreds of birds are born on it. Earthworms, moles and rabbits are fed by this ancient tree. 

The animals have a shelter and their needs are fulfilled under it (Hardy, Under The Greenwood Tree, 2019, 

p. 210). So, Hardy titles his novel Under the Greenwood Tree and states that the ancient tree is an umbrella 

that protects all living beings from rain and disasters. They find their food, house and peace under it. In 

addition, Dick Dewy and Fancy marry under this old tree. Thomas Hardy could use a different title and 

setting instead of an old tree. However, his purpose is to awake the minds to protect nature. The old tree is 

assumed to be an umbrella for animals and so is nature for human beings. Humanity finds his/her shelter, 

water, food, and peace in Mother Nature. However, humanity fights against nature. Therefore, Hardy states 

that, unless the mentality of human beings changes, nature cannot be a better place.  

In the last phase,Thomas Leaf, a trivial character in Under the Greenwood Tree, tells a story. However, his 

story is not about the ancient tree or nature. It is about money. All characters in the scene become silent and 

listen to him by keeping an ear to the ground. In Thomas Leaf’s story the main character earns ten pounds. 

He works and makes it twenty. Then, he works harder and makes it forty pounds. Next, he works harder to 
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double it and makes eighty pounds and his doubling continues until one thousand pounds. In the end, 

tranter concludes that, this doubling money story is better than the history of England (Hardy, Under The 

Greenwood Tree, 2019, pp. 214-215). Human beings are under the ancient tree and they enjoy monetary 

issues more than natural issues. So, Thomas Hardy states that, if the mindset of human beings does not 

change, nature will not change to a good place.  

The Return of the Native is Hardy’s next novel harbouring eco-fictionist elements. He includes Egdon 

Heath as a setting and it is a gloomy heathland. Human beings are afraid of Egdon Heath. Normally, Hardy 

does not draw nature as harsh and gloomy as inthe Return of the Native’s Egdon. Yet, Egdon Heath is the 

symbol of nature’s rage. So, Hardy states that if human beings continue to abuse the positive sides of 

Mother Nature, she will charge them as in Egdon’s resemblance to ‘the entrance to Hades’, ‘put on the 

shapes of jumping madman’ or ‘sang dirges with clenched teeth’ (Urgan, 2013, p. 1350).Eustacia Vye is 

the protagonist of the novel. She wanders around Egdon Heath. While wandering around Egdon Heath, she 

uses a spyglass and a sandglass. Latter is the symbol of fast-flowing time and spyglass is the symbol of 

nature in the future. So, Hardy states that unless humanity stops the negative situation of nature by using a 

spyglass or a sandglass, Mother Nature will charge all human beings as Eustacia drowns in Egdon Heath 

(Urgan, 2013, p. 1353). When Eustacia dies in a puddle, it is evaluated as a pessimistic side of Thomas 

Hardy. Yet, his aim is to warn human beings that nobody could save Eustacia in a novel. However, 

everybody can save nature with a little effort in real life. On the other hand, Hardy is accused of being a 

pessimist in Tess of the D’Urbervilles. As is the case with Eustacia, Tess is not saved in the novel. Yet, 

they can save pure nature in real life.  

In addition, Egdon Heath is so dark and harsh that villagers are scared to walk in it. In the evenings, human 

beings hear the frightening winds. In Thomas Hardy’s other novels, Mother Nature is portrayed in a 

favourable way as in Far from the Madding Crowd and Under the Greenwood Tree. However, The Return 

of the Native is different from his other novels in some points. Hardy aims to awake human beings as he is 

an eco-fictionist. In his other works, nature is usually abused by human beings. However, it is never harsh 

and against human beings. Contrary to Hardy’s other novels, The Return of the Native impliesthat there is a 

combat between nature and humanity. Thomas Hardy is assured that human beings will be the losers of the 

combat as the main character Eustacia Vye and Damon Wildeve suffocate in Egdon Heath. With the first 

chapter, it is sensed that there will be unfavourable events throughout the novel. Since the main setting of 

the novel is the dreary and gloomy Egdon Heath, the storm is Egdon’s lover and the wind is its friend 

(Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 13). So, there is not an opportunity to have a favourable sense 

in it. People who live around Egdon Heath always fear a catastrophe (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 

2019, p. 14). However,“it was at present a place perfectly accordant with man’s nature.” (Hardy, The 

Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 14).Hardy also includes birds in The Return of the Nativeand not humanity, 

but mallards are conscious of the coming catastrophes from nature 

Here in front of him was a wild mallard just arrived from the home of the north wind. The 

creature brought within him an amplitude of Northern knowledge. Glacial catastrophies, 

snowstorm episodes, glittering aural effects. Polaris in the zenith, Franklin underfoot- the 

category of his commonplaces was wonderful. But the bird, like many other philosophers, 

seemed as he looked at the reddleman to think that a present moment of comfortable reality 

was worth a decade of memories (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 112). 

The birds know what is to know about Northern side, glacial disastersand snowstorms. Therefore, forHardy 

if the negative events in nature continue, every blissful moment of humanity will become 

remembrancesoon and he implies that humanity must end abusing the water, air and earth. 

Clym is another character in The Return of the Native. He is a sophisticated man. He works in Paris for a 

long time. He lives there, yet he returns to his village. He aims to settle in the country and he begins to 

work there. People in the village reckon that he has a confidential purpose to stay in the country and they 

think that if one has an opportunity to live somewhere else rather than the country, nobody would stay in 

the village. Even Clym’s family does not believe him when he wants to settle in the country since he is a 

sophisticated man and he has a successful career (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, pp. 208-210). 

Yet, his family and villagers cannot change his mind and he stays and marries in the village. Hardy asserts 

that everybody should behave the same way. Human beings cannot desert nature as they are tied to nature 

with strict ties. If human beings desert nature, Mother Nature deserts human beings in return.“There is no 
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use in hating people. If you hate anything, you should hate what produced them. Do you mean Nature? I 

hate her already.” (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 228). Clym seems to contradict this idea: “to 

my mind it is most exhilarating, and strengthening, and southing. I would rather live on these hills than 

anywhere else in the world.” (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 228). Mrs. Yeobright looks at the 

insects who work in all their daily routines (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 350). Human 

beings are also lost in their routines as the insects: 

In front of her, a colony of ants had established a thoroughfare across the way, where they 

toiled a never-ending and heavy-laden throng. To look down upon them was like observing a 

city street from the top of a tower. She remembered that this bustle of ants had been in 

progress for years at the same spot-doubtless those of the old times were the ancestors of these 

which walked there now (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 350). 

It is assumed that there is a resemblance between humans and ants. Ants are active animals and they always 

work together. They never raise their heads and work without turning their heads right or left, and nor do 

human beings. They also work hard and they never ask what happens in nature. Moreover, they pollute the 

water, earth and air while working. Therefore, human beings cause the rise of sea levels and global 

warming. If they continue polluting the earth, all living beings, even insects and ants will die. That is why 

Hardy means that he cannot be lenient when it comes to harm nature: “I could have forgiven you. But 

THAT’s too much for nature!” (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 397), which means people 

harm nature more than it can bear: “How to discover a solution to this riddle of death seemed a query of 

more importance than highest problems of the living” (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 387). 

For the novelist, it is a riddle of death. It is an issue between nature and human beings remaining to be 

solved. Otherwise, human beings and nature will both disappear in the future. 

WhenEustacia drowns in Egdon Heath, Clym Yeobright regrets that he is the cause of two women’s death 

in that year. He thinks his mother and wife are deadbecause of his false actions. He also laments as no law 

can charge him for what he does (Hardy, The Return Of The Native, 2019, p. 457). When negative events 

begin and end, regret and crying do not bring the time back which is symbolized by Eustacia’s sandglass 

and spyglass.  

The Woodlanders is Hardy’s last novel which has eco-fictionist symbols. There is an old woodman in the 

novel. He is afraid of a large tree. According to the woodman, the large tree will kill him: “And the tree 

will do it- that tree will soon be the death of me” (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 17). According to 

humanity, nature is scary. Unless humanity protects nature, nature will not protect human beings. The old 

woodman’s family members want to see a doctor to save him from his mental sickness. The doctor insists 

that the large tree must be cut and the woodman will cure himself when he does not see the tree in front of 

his window. After that, the tree is cut and the woodman staggered when he draws the curtain as there is no 

large tree in front of his window pane. Then, the woodman dies because of his shock the same night 

(Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, pp. 129-130). Therefore, Hardy seems to give the message that destroying 

nature does not make any positive effect on human beings. On the contrary, it causes both the death of 

nature and human beings. 

Additionally, there is a mixture of seasons in The Woodlanders (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 63). It 

is stated that global warming begins to appear by its unfavourable face to the modern global village since 

the time of Queen Victoria. If global warming and the change in the seasons begin, it means, the scale of 

Mother Nature is broken and damaged. Therefore, global warming must be ended by human 

beings.Furthermore, the wind roars and the rain beats walls in the novel (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 

149). Supposedly, nature losing its hope to be saved by human beings. It is like the cry of nature, beating 

the walls with rain and wind blowing around the houses. As nature has no tongue, rain and wind explain 

what nature means. It is in a death agony that could merely be ended by human beings’ consciousness. 

Hardy acknowledges the problem and aims to stop the negative situation of Mother Nature: “The battle 

between frost and thaw was continuing in mid-air.” (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 154). As if global 

warming and the change in the seasons began to show some effects on Mother Nature as Shelby Job 

remarks: “In the face of climate change, modern readers can connect to Hardy; his reorientation in a new 

reality transformed by industry and science is comparable to the modern readers’ situation” (Job, 2020, pp. 

22-23). For Shelby, Hardy forewarns human beings as he is an eco-fictionist in Victorian Era, the idea of 

which is backed by Hardy’s statement: “Well- that’s the end of all love, according to Nature’s law.” 
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(Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 242). In The Woodlanders, humanity does not protect nature and its 

law. If love ends, human beings wake up from their dreams and notice the significance of Mother Nature 

for their well being.  

WhileFelice Charmond and Dr. Fitzpiershave a conversation, Mrs. Charmond states: “It is because the 

world is so dreary outside. Sorrow and bitterness in the sky, and floods of agonized tears beating, against 

the panes. I lay awake last night, and I could hear the scrape of snails creeping up the window glass; it was 

so sad!” (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 246). Here it is sensed that Felice Charmond is not blind as the 

other human beings and she notices “the pain and sorrow in the sky” which means there is a negative 

change in the weather. She senses the flood on the window panes which are the signals of approaching 

catastrophe soon. She also senses the cries of nature which areknocking on Heaven’s door. She asserts that 

it is a sorrowful experience for her. Here the message is clear and people must notice the difference in the 

sky and in nature. If they continue acting as blissful oblivion, there will not be an environment to save and 

there will not be a future to look forward to.Grace realizes that nature is generous towards humanity 

(Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 257), so Hardy states thatMother Nature is bounteous to support human 

beings. However, humanity is not as generous to give a hand to nature. They always injure and pollute 

Mother Nature. Yet, they also beg for mercy. For this reason, humanity must be as generous as Mother 

Nature. Then, flowers will start to spread all over the earth as in Under the Greenwood Tree’s Budmouth 

and it will also bring blissfulness to both human beings and nature. 

3. CONCLUSION 

Hardy is not a pessimist. Yet, he is an eco-fictionist under the term meliorist as he so entitles himself. To 

conclude the point, Hardy states that when the symbol of nature, Winterborne, dies in the novel, the whole 

world seems to be a house of death (Hardy, The Woodlanders, 2019, p. 403). It means nature’s death 

affects all the human beings on earth. So, the negative flow of Mother Nature must be stopped according to 

the novelist. If not, it will be the end of life on earth. 

Thomas Hardy, an acclaimed author of Victorian Era, notices the coming catastrophes such as the negative 

ending of global warming and rise of the sea levels and produces novels that are evaluated as tools to 

awake minds about global warming and the second flood. When the first flood occurs in Noah’s time, there 

is Ark to protect and save humanity. Yet, negative results of the flood are forgotten in the 21st century and 

the danger approaches again. However, scientists cannot succeed in saving the ozone layer and nature. If 

the negative condition of nature does not change, every living being will suffocate under the rising sea 

levels and there will not be an Ark or Noah to save human beings. To stop the negative ending, eco-fiction 

takes the responsibility of Ark and Noah. However, Thomas Hardy notices the negative condition of nature 

in the Victorian Age. He is evaluated as a pessimist by his contemporaries and he names himself as a 

meliorist who believes human beings may change the world to a better place with the help of good actions. 

So, his meliorism also supports his being an eco-fictionist as eco-fiction directs humanity to act positively 

towards nature. If visions are cleared, negative conditions and the death agony of nature will be realized by 

human beings. Yet, Thomas Hardy plants the seeds of eco-fiction in Victorian Era and wants human beings 

to be careful about the negative ending of nature by considering village life in his novels. So, nature is 

trappedin hands of human beings and they are forewarned about the negative results by Thomas Hardy. 

According to him, the negative ending of nature must be stopped with the help of humanities’ positive 

actions. If eco-fiction is supported, the strength of unity will be comprehended by human beings and nature 

will be saved for the next generations. So, it must be noticed that nature is not the enemy to fight. The 

unconscious minds that are in a dead sleep must be awakened to stop the catastrophic ending. For Hardy, 

humanity is equal and there is not class discrimination as black and white, rich and poor. Yet, he is 

resembled to Don Quixote by other Victorian Age novelists as he fights against the windmills and struggles 

against the current. 

In conclusion, eco-fiction is an umbrella term and Thomas Hardy’s novels constitute a solid ground for it in 

the Victorian Age which is discussed under the scope of meliorism. As far as  Hardy is concerned, the 

negative flow of nature must be stopped. Unless the negative flow of nature is stopped by humanity, 

Heaven will hold the faithful departed and human beings will not rest in peace. Therefore, Hardy produces 

several novels about the importance of nature and he directs minds to eco-fiction by idealizing nature 

which is unfolded and analyzed in the paragraphs above. 
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